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KVENNASOGUSLOBPIR THE WOMEN'S

| REYKJAVIK HERITAGE WALK
IN REYKJAVIK
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Hvers vegna kvennasoguslodir? burfum vid
ad ganga til ad finna sdégu kvenna? Getum vid
ekki fundid hana i bokum eda i sjonvarpinu
eda a Netinu?

Kannski. En sennilega ekki. Pad er med
sbgu kvenna eins og sogu karla, eda sogu
heillar pjodar, ad hun verdur aldrei s6gd til
fulls. HUn er i rauninni ekki annad en paer
heimildir sem hver kynslod skilur eftir sig — ad
pvi gefnu ad naesta kynsléd eydi peim ekki,
sem pvi midur gerist stundum, medvitad eda
omedvitad. Kynslédirnar mota sdguna med
peim aherslum sem peer leggja & tiltekid folk
og tiltekna atburdi. bad parf ekki ad leita langt
yfir skammt til pess ad sja ad aherslan hefur
neer 6ll verid a karlmenn. Eda hvers vegna
er Ingdlfi Arnarsyni reist stytta & Arnarhdli en
ekki Hallveigu Frodadottur sem kom samtimis
honum til landsins og byggdi med honum bze i
Reykjavik? Adeins eitt deemi af mérgum.

An framlags kvenna vaeri margt é8ruvisi
i Reykjavik. Kvennasdguslédir opna ad
einhverju leyti heim genginna kvenna af 6llum
stigum pjodlifsins. Reykjavik verdur teeplega
sbm a eftir.

Gangan getur tekid halftima eda prja
klukkutima, allt eftir ahuga gdngumanna. Njétid
heil.

Audur Styrkarsdottir )
Forstddukona Kvennasogusafns Islands

Why a Herstory Walk? Must we walk to find the
history of women? Can'‘t we just read about it
in a book, watch a TV show or read about it on
the Net?

Perhaps — but then again, probably not.
The story of women is like the story of men,
or of a whole nation, in that it will never be
complete. It is really just the stories and other
sources that each generation leaves behind
— assuming that the next generation does not
destroy this story, which unfortunately happens
sometimes, consciously or unconsciously.
Generations shape history by the emphasis
they place on certain people and events. One
does not have to look too far to see that the
focus has been almost completely on men.
For instance, why was a statue of Ingolfur
Arnarson erected on Arnarhdll, and not one
of his wife Hallveig Frédadéttir, who came to
Iceland at the same time, and settled with him
in Reykjavik and built up a farm and a new life?
This is just one of many examples.

Without the contribution of women,
Reykjavik would be different in many ways.
To some extent the Herstory Walk reveals
the story of women at all levels of society.
Reykjavik will look very different to you.

The walk can take anywhere from half an
hour to three hours, depending on the interests
of the walkers. Enjoy.

Audur Styrkarsdottir
Director of the Women’s History Archives of
Iceland



1. PERLUFESTIN

Reykjavikurborg  heidrar sex formaedur
islenskrar hdggmyndalistar med pessum gardi.
Hann var opnadur a kvenréttindadeginum  19.
juni 2014.

Perlufestin @ ad undirstrika stédu lista-
kvennanna sem formaedur sameiginlegrar
listhefdar allra landsmanna. Ferill peirra
og adsteedur voru Odlikar, en allar eiga pad
sameiginlegt ad vera frumkvodlar & métunar-
skeidi myndlistar & islandi og ad hafa haft pann
styrk sem parf til pess ad stunda list sina vid
erfidar adstaedur.

Verkin sem hér standa eru: Landnams-
konan eftir Gunnfridi Jonsdéttur, Piltur og
stulka eftir Porbjorgu Palsdéttur, Sonur eftir
Oléfu Palsdottur, Skulptur eftir Gerdi Helga-
déttur, Madur og kona eftir Tove Olafsson og
Hafmeyjan eftir Ninu Seemundsson.

1. STRING OF PEARLS

The City of Reykjavik honours six female
pioneers of Icelandic sculpture with this
garden, named String of Pearls/Perlufestin.
The garden was formally opened on Women’s
Rights Day, 19 June 2014.

The garden highlights the position of
these female artists as foremothers in the
country’s shared art tradition. Their history
and circumstances differed, but they were all
innovators in the evolution of art in Iceland, and
were strong enough to create their art under
very difficult circumstances.

The pieces exhibited here are: Pioneer
Woman/Landnamskonan by Gunnfridur Jéns-
déttir, Boy and Girl/Piltur og stulka by Porbjoérg
Palsdétti,  Son/Sonur by Oléf  Palsdattir,
Sculpture/Skulptar by Gerdur Helgadottir,
Man and Woman/Madur og kona by Tove
Olafsson and Mermaid/Hafmeyjan by Nina
Saemundsson.

2. REYKJAVIK CITY HALL

In Reykjavik, women won the right to vote in
local elections on 1 January 1908. Women
from the various women'’s associations in town
formed a party that ran for election: they did
very well and received 22% of the vote. Katrin
Magnusson, chair of the Icelandic Women’s
Association/Hi¢ islenska kvenfélag, Porunn
Jonassen, chair of the Thorvaldsen Society/
Thorvaldsensfélagid, Briet Bjarnhédinsdottir,
editor and chair of the Women’s Rights
Association  of Iceland/Kvenréttindafélag
islands, and Gudrdn Bjornsdéttir, a dairy
salesperson, were elected. Women comprised
27% of the town council. Women would not do

2. RADHUS REYKJAVIKUR

Konur fengu kosningarétt til baejarstjérnar
Reykjavikur 1. januar 1908. ba budu konur
ur kvenféldgum beejarins fram sérstakan lista
kvenfélaganna. Sa fékk flest atkvaedin, um
22 présent. ba settust i bagjarstjorn Katrin
Magnusson,formadurHinsislenskakvenfélags,
Pérunn Joénassen, formadur Thorvaldsens-
félagsins, Briet Bjarnhédinsdaéttir, formadur
Kvenréttindafélags islands, og Gudrin Bjérns-
dottir, mjolkursélukona. Konur urdu pa 27
présent baejarfulltria; paer nadu ekki aftur sliku
hlutfalli fyrr en &ri® 1983.

Briet Bjarnhédinsdaéttir tok fyrst kvenna til
mals i baejarstjérninni; pad var 19. mars arid
1908. Hun for fram a fjarveitingu til ad kenna
stulkum i beenum ad synda i sundlauginni, en
baejarstjorn veitti pa 450 kronum til ad kenna
piltum sund. Tillagan um sundkennslu var
sampykkt.

Audur Auduns (1911-1999) (sja mynd)
gegndi embeetti borgarstjora fyrst kvenna 1959-
1960 (dsamt Geir Hallgrimssyni). Neest kvenna
i borgarstjorastolinn var Ingibjérg Solrin Gisla-
dottir (f. 1954), 1994-2003. Steinunn Valdis
Oskarsdéttir (f. 1965) var borgarstjori arin
2004-2006 og Hanna Birna Kristjansdéttir (f.
1966) arin 2008-2010.

3. ALPINGISHUSID (Kirkjustresti)

Husid var hladid ur steini arin 1880-1881. bad
hysti baedi Alpingi og s6fn landsins fyrstu arin,
eda par til Safnahusid reis 1908.

Konur fengu kosningarétt til Alpingis arid
1915 — en urdu pa ad vera ordnar 40 ara.
Aldurinn atti sidan ad laekka um eitt ar a ari par
til jafnrétti naedist arid 1930. Kosningalégunum

this well again until 1983.

Briet Bjarnhédinsdottir was the first
woman to speak at a Reykjavik town council
meeting, on 19 March 1908. She requested
that the council earmark funds to teach girls to
swim, when the council allocated 450 kréonur
to teach boys swimming. Her proposal was
passed.

Audur Auduns (1911-1999) (pictured)
served as the first female mayor in 1959-
1960 (alongside Geir Hallgrimsson). The next
women in the mayor’s seat were Ingibjérg
Solrun  Gisladottir (b. 1954), 1994-2003,
Steinunn Valdis Oskarsdéttir (b. 1965), 2004-
2006 and Hanna Birna Kristjansdéttir (b. 1966),
2008-2010.




var breytt ari6 1920 i kjolfar Sambands-
lagasamnings islendinga og Dana ari® 1918
og sidan hefur rikt kynjajafnrétti & pessu svioi.

Ingibjorg H. Bjarnason (1868-1941) (sja
mynd) tok saeti & Alpingi fyrst kvenna, kjorin af
kvennalista 1922. Heimild hermir ad stundum
hafi Ingibjérg komid ,eins og &vedurssky i
framan® ar pinghusinu i Kvennaskdlann par
sem hun var skoélastyra.

Hlutur kvenna var 6verulegur & Alpingi
allt fram til arsins 1983 pegar hann stokk ur
fimm présentum i 15 présent. Var pad fyrir
tilstudlan nyrra framboda sem hoféu konur i
Oruggum saetum, Bandalags jafnadarmanna
og Kvennalistans. Sidan hefur hlutur kvenna
vaxid jafnt og pétt.

Fyrsta konan til ad gegna radherra-
embeetti var Audur Auduns, sem var doms- og
kirkjumalaradherra 1970-1971 (eda radfru, eins
og Briet Bjarnhédinsdottir og samtidarkonur
hennar hefdu kallad hana). Fyrst kvenna i stél
forsaetisradherra var Jéhanna Sigurdardattir,
2009-2013. Hilutur karla og kvenna i radherra-
embaettum var i fyrsta sinn jafn fra 1. februar til
10. mai 20089.

4. AUSTURSTRATI 12

Hétel Reykjavik stod vid Austurstraeti 12, pad
var byggt 1905 en brann adfararnétt 25. april
1915 asamt fleiri husum. Eftir pad risu ekki
storhysi ur timbri i Reykjavik.

Sudurhlid hételsins sneri Ut a Austurvall
og par voru veglegar svalir. A tyllidégum voru
paer notadar til reeduhalda og skemmtiatrida.

Hételid attu og raku hjonin Einar Zoéga
og Margrét (Tomasdéttir Klog) Zoéga (1853-
1937). Eftir Iat Einars arid 1909 rak Margrét
hotelid ein.

3. PARLIAMENT HOUSE (Kirkjustreeti)

This stone building was constructed in 1880-
81. In its early years it housed not only the
Alpingi (parliament) but also the forerunners of
the National Library and the National Museum.

Icelandic women gained the right to vote
and to stand in parliamentary elections in 1915.
Initially the qualifying age was 40 years, to be
lowered year by year until 1930, when women
would enjoy equal rights with male voters. But
in 1920 this provision was removed, under the
terms of the 1918 treaty with Denmark by which
Iceland attained the status of a sovereign state.
Since then the laws on suffrage have applied
equally to women and men.

Ingibjorg H. Bjarnason (pictured) (1868-
1941), running for a women'’s list, was the first
woman to win a seat in parliament, in 1922.
Sources say that Ingibjorg sometimes looked
like a storm cloud as she rushed from parlia-
ment to the Women’s College, where she was
headmistress.

Women in parliament were few and far
between until 1983, when the proportion of
women members jumped from 5% to 15%,
largely due to the launch of the Women'’s Party,
which ran successful lists at the election. This
put pressure on other political parties, which
made a special effort at the next election to
increase the number of female candidates. The
number of female parliamentarians has been
growing steadily. In 2009 women’s proportion
of parliamentarians reached a peak of 43%.

Audur Auduns, the first woman to serve
as a government minister, was Minister of
Justice 1970-71. Johanna Sigurdardéttir was
the first woman to be Prime Minister of Iceland,
in 2009-2013.

Margrét [ét kvennabarattuna til sin taka
og ték m.a. patt i ad undirbua kosningarnar
1908 pegar konur budu fram sérlista til
baejarstjornar. Pegar urslitin voru radin satu
konurnar malsverd a Hotel Reykjavik, ,fallegt
kvoldbord med heitum mat, og einum heitum
rétti fyrir eina kronu a hofud,” skrifadi Briet
Bjarnhédinsdéttir sidar.

Nokkru adur en hotelid brann, eda pann
2. februar, hafdi skaldkonunni Torfhildi HoIm
verid haldin hér vegleg veisla a sjotugsafmaeli
hennar par sem radherra islands, Sigurdur
Eggerz, var medal peirra reedumanna er lofudu
afmaelisbarnié (sja nr. 28). A pessum tima var
hann eini radherra Islands.

4. AUSTURSTRATI 12

Hoétel Reykjavik stood here from 1905 until it
burned down early in the morning of 25 April
1915 along with several other buildings. After
that no large buildings were constructed of
wood in Reykjavik. The south side of the hotel
faced onto the Austurvéllur public square,
and had an impressive balcony. On special
occasions the balcony was used for speeches
and entertainment.

The hotel was run by Einar Zoéga and
his wife and Margrét (Tomasdéttir Klog) Zoéga
(1853-1937), and after Einar’s death in 1909
by Margrét alone.

Margrét was active in the women’s
suffrage movement in Iceland. She worked
to get women elected in the 1908 municipal
elections, when women formed a special
women’s list for the town council elections. After
the outcome of the election was announced the
women dined at the hotel. Feminist leader Briet
Bjarnhédinsdottir commented, “A beautiful
meal with hot food, and for only one kréna pr.
head”.

Before the fire that destroyed the hotel,
on 2 February the citizens of Reykjavik held
a banquet for the writer Torfhildur H6Im at the
hotel to mark her 70th birthday (see no. 28).
Among the distinguished guests was Minister
Sigurdur Eggerz (Ilceland only had one
government minister in those days).



5. THORVALDSENSSTRATI 2
Kvennaskalinn i Reykjavik 1874-1909

Pdra og Pall Melsted s6fnudu fé til kvennaskola
baedi hérlendis og i Danmorku. bdéra hekladi
m.a. marglitt golfteppi og voru happdraettismidar
fyrir pvi seldir baedi hér og i Danmdrku. Var pad
undirstada kvennaskélasjodsins. Pora stofnadi
skolann 1874 a heimili hennar og Pals Melsted.
Pau hjon byggdu nytt hus undir skélann og
heimili sitt & grunni gamla hussins 1878.

Fyrsta arid utskrifudust niu stalkur. Hlutur
handavinnu var 6llu meiri en boknamid fyrstu
arin, en pegar pridji bekkur baettist vid arid 1889
hlaut boknamid meiri sess. Kvennaskolinn var
hér par til nytt has var byggt vid Frikirkjuveg
arid 1909 (sja nr. 20). Pora veitti skélanum
forstodu fra 1874-1906 en pa tok vid stjérninni
Ingibjérg H. Bjarnason.

5. THORVALDSENSSTRATI 2
The Women’s College 1874-1909

Pora and Pall Melsted raised funding for the
college both in Iceland and in Denmark. béra,
for instance, raffled off a colourful rug she had
crocheted. Raffle tickets were sold both here
and in Denmark. This was the mainstay of the
school’s fund. In 1874 Pdéra opened the school
in their home, and in 1878 the couple had a
new building constructed on the same site, to
house both the school and the family.

Nine girls graduated from the school in
the first year. For the first few years the girls
learned more handiwork than academics,
but that changed in 1889 when a third grade
was added and academic study gained more
importance. The school remained on this
site until a new schoolhouse was built on
Frikirkjuvegur in 1909 (see no. 20). béra was
head of the school 1874-1906, until Ingibjorg
H. Bjarnason succeeded her.

6. KIRKJUSTRATI 4 (Vonarstraeti 12)
Theoddora Thoroddsen (1863-1954)

This was the home of poet Thedddra
(Gudmundsdattir)  Thoroddsen  (pictured)
1908-1930. Her husband built this home
originally on Vonarstreeti 12 in 1908, and poet
Vilborg Dagbjartsdoéttir (b. 1930) later lived
there for many years. The building was moved
to Kirkjustraeti 4 in 2010. It now houses some
of Parliament’s offices.

Theoddora was active on the city’s cultural
and literary scene and was very interested
in national issues, particularly those that

6. KIRKJUSTRATI 4 (Vonarstreeti 12)
Theodora Thoroddsen (1863-1954)

Heimili Theddéru (Gudmundsdottur) Thorodd-
sen (sja mynd) skaldkonu var fra arinu
1908-1930 i husi er pau madur hennar Skuli
Thoroddsen byggdu ad Vonarstreeti 12 arid
1908 en var flutt ad Kirkjustraeti 4 aridé 2010 og
hysir skrifstofur Alpingis. Vilborg Dagbjartsdottir
skaldkona (f. 1930) bjo sidar um arabil i husinu
asamt manni sinum, borgeiri Porgeirssyni.

Thedéddéra var virk i menningar- og
bokmenntalifi Reykjavikur og haféi mikinn
ahuga a pjédmalum, einkum peim er lutu ad
kvenréttindum. Hun fér ekki ad sinna ritstorfum
fyrr en @ midjum aldri og skrifadi i pessu husi
sogur, 1j6d og pulur. bekktust er hun fyrir
pulur sinar, en fyrsta bokin med peim kom ut
arido 1916. Gudmundur Thorsteinsson, betur
pekktur sem Muggur, myndskreytti, en hann
var systursonur Theddoru.

Vilborg Dagbjartsdéttir er einn pekktasti
og dadasti lj6dasmidur sinnar samtidar.
Hun kom ung til Reykjavikur og lauk profi
fra Kennaraskodlanum arid 1952. Vilborg var
kennari vid Austurbaejarskolann um langt arabil.
Hun hefur verid virk i kvennahreyfingunni og
i menningar- og bokmenntalifi borgarinnar.
Fyrsta barnabdk hennar, Alli Nalli og tunglid,
kom ut arid 1959 og fyrsta ljodabokin arid
1960, Laufid a trjanum.

concerned women’s rights. She did not
become a woman of letters until middle age.
She is best known for her rhymes for children.
Her first book was published in 1916.

Vilborg Dagbjartsdottir is one of the best
known and respected poets of her time. She
has been an active feminist, and prominent
on the city’s cultural and literary scene. Her
first children’s book Alli Nalli og tunglid was
published in 1959, and her first book of poetry
Laufid a trjanum in 1960.




7. KIRKJUSTRAETI 12 (flutt 4 Arbeejarsafn
1973)

Thora (Frederikka Halldorsdottir) Fridriksson
(1866-1958)

Hér faeddist Thora og bjé fram yfir aldamat i hasi
sem flutt var i Arbaejarsafn 1973. Hun var ein
af fyrstu kennslukonunum vié Barnaskdlann og
gerdi veturinn 1904-1905 tilraun med skola fyrir
ungar stulkur a heimili sinu. Thora festi a blad
lysingar @ umhverfi bernsku sinnar og teljast
paer merkar heimildir. Hun lysti medal annars
byggingu Alpingishussins, en pad stendur i
fyrrum kélgardi foreldra hennar.

Berklavarnarst6d Liknar starfadi hér
1919-1956. Hjukrunarfélagi® Likn stofnudu
nokkrar konur i Reykjavik 1915 og var fyrsti
formadur pess Christophine Bjarnhédinsson
hjukrunarkona (magkona Brietar Bjarnhédins-
dottur).

7. KIRKJUSTRATI 12 (moved to Arbeer
Museum 1973)

Thora (Frederikka Halldorsdottir) Fridriksson
(1866-1958)

Thora was born here and lived here until
the turn of the twentieth century. In 1973 the
building was moved to the Arbzer Museum.
She was one of the first female teachers at the
primary school, and during the winter of 1904-
1905 she experimented with a school for young
girls in her home. Thora wrote about her child-
hood memories, which are regarded as an
important historical document: she describes,
for instance, the building of Parliament House,
which stands in her parents’ former vegetable
garden.

From 1919 to 1956 the nursing association
Liknranatuberculosis control clinic in a building
onthissite. The associationwasfoundedin 1915
by a handful of women in Reykjavik. The first
director was nurse Christophine Bjarnhédins-
son. Health conditions in the town were very
poor, tuberculosis was rife, and there was no
public healthcare service. Likn hired nurses
to nurse the poor in their homes, founded the
tuberculosis control clinicin 1919, and launched
antenatal and newborn healthcare services in
1927. With the exception of epidemics, almost
all of Reykjavik’s preventive health care was
built up by and run on the initiative of Likn until
the 1930s. Dr. Katrin Thoroddsen and nurse
Sigridur Eiriksdaottir (mother of former President
Vigdis Finnbogadottir) worked here. The latter
succeeded Christophine Bjarnhédinsson as
director, from 1931 until 1956. By that time the
municipal Reykjavik Health Care Centre on
Bardnsstigur had been built, and it took over
the role that Likn had performed.

Heilbrigdisastandid i baenum var pa mjog
sleemt og opinber heilbrigdispjonusta engin.
Likn réd strax hjukrunarkonu til ad sinna
heimahjukrun, lagdi fateeklingum [id, stofnadi
berklavarnarstdd i baenum 1919 og hof ung-
barna- og maedraeftirlit 1927. Nanast allt heilsu-
verndarstarf i Reykjavik var byggt upp og rekid
ad frumkvaedi Liknar allt fram a fjorda aratug
aldarinnar, adé undanskildum séttvérnum. Fyrir
Likn stérfudu m.a. Katrin Thoroddsen laeknir
og Sigridur Eiriksdoéttir hjukrunarkona (maodir
Vigdisar Finnbogadottur, fyrrv. forseta), en
su sidarnefnda ték vid formennsku ur hendi
Christophine 1931 og gegndi til 1956. ba hafdi
Reykjavikurbzer byggt Heilsuverndarstédina
vid Baronsstig og yfirtok starfsemi Liknar.

8. THORVALDSENSFELAGID (Basar ad
Austurstraeti 4)

Thorvaldsensfélagid er elsta kvenfélag
Reykjavikur, stofnad 1875. Basar félagsins
hefur verid starfreektur i Austurstreeti 4 fra pvi
um aldamétin 1900 og vinna félagskonur par
kauplaust.

Tildrégin ad stofnun félagsins voru pau
ad 24 ungar konur voru fengnar til ad skreyta
Austurvoll og undirbda sélu & veitingum
er likneski af myndhéggvaranum Bertel
Thorvaldsen var sett par upp. Likneskid, sem
hann gerdi sjalfur, gaf danska stjérnin islending-
um i tilefni af 1000 &ra afmaeli islandsbyggdar
arid 1874. Bertel, sem atti islenskan fodur, var
pa einn pekkasti myndhdggvari Dana. Eftir
petta unnu konurnar saman ad mannudar- og
menningarmalum og stofnudu félag sem paer
kenndu vid myndhoéggvarann. Styttan var flutt
af Austurvelli i Hljomskalagardinn aridé 1931 til
pess ad ryma fyrir styttunni af Joni Sigurdssyni.

8. THORVALDSENSFELAGID (Thorvaldsen’s
Bazaar at Austurstreeti 4)

The Thorvaldsen Association is the oldest
women’s association in Reykjavik, which has
operated its bazaar at Austurstreeti 4 since
1900. All their work is on a volunteer basis.
The association was founded in 1875, when
24 young women were asked to decorate
Austurvollur and to sell coffee and cakes for the
unveiling of a statue, a self-portrait by Danish-
Icelandic sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen. A gift
from Denmark on the occasion of celebrations
in 1874 of the millennium of the settlement of
Iceland, the sculpture was the first public statue
in Reykjavik. Thorvaldsen, whose father was
an Icelander, was internationally famous in his
time, and took pride in his Icelandic origins.




Starfsemi félagsins hefur adallega beinst
ad liknarmalum, og pa einkum til kvenna
og barna. Flestir pekkja jélamerki félagsins,
sem margir helstu listamenn pjédarinnar
hafa teiknad. bPau hafa komid ut nzer samfellt
fra arinu 1913 og prytt umslég og jolakort
landsmanna.

9. HALLVEIGARSTADIR (Tungata 14)

Kvennaheimilid er nefnt Hallveigarstadir i
minningu Hallveigar Frédadottur.  Sigvaldi
Thordarson var arkitekt pess. Husid var
opnad arid 1967 med storri listsyningu. par
matti medal annars lita verk fimm peirra sex
formazedra islenskrar hdggmyndalistar sem
eiga verk i Perlufestinni: Gunnfridar Jonsdaéttur,
Ninu Saemundsson, Porbjargar Palsdottur,
Olafar Palsdéttur og Gerdar Helgadoéttur.

The young women formed an association,
named after the sculptor, and worked together
for humanitarian and cultural causes. The
statue was later moved from Austurvéllur to
Hljomskalagardur park in 1931, to make room
for the statue of independence campaigner
and national hero Jon Sigurdsson.

The association is still a humanitarian
association working for the benefit of women
and children. It is best known for its annual
Christmas stamps that have been designed by
some of the country’s most prominent artists.
They have been produced almost every year
since 1913 and decorate the envelopes and
Christmas cards of most Icelanders.

9. HALLVEIGARSTADIR (Tungata 14)

The Women’s House was named Hallveigar-
stadir (Hallveig’s Place) in memory of Hallveig
Frédadottir, the first woman settler in Reykjavik
known by name. The house was formally
opened in 1967 with a large art show where five
of the six female pioneers of Icelandic sculpture
showed their work: Gunnfridur Jonsdottir,
Nina Saemundsson, Porbjérg Palsdéttir, Olof
Palsdottir and Gerdur Helgadottir. Sculptures
by these artists are now in the String of Pearls
garden. The house received many generous
gifts at its grand opening, for instance a baby
grand piano from the Unitarian Women’s
Association in Winnipeg, a painting by Nina
Tryggvadottir and a bust by Melitta Urbancic.
The building houses the Federation of Icelandic
Women’s Associations, the Federation of
Women’s Organisations in Reykjavik, and
the Icelandic Women’s Rights Association,
which own the building. The completion of this
building was the fulfilment of a long-held dream

Husinu barust margar gédar gjafir pegar pad
opnadi, m.a. vandadur flygill, sem fru Marja
Bjornsson safnadi til i kvenfélagi Unitara-
safnadarins i Winnipeg, malverk eftir Ninu
Tryggvadottur og litil brjostmynd eftir Melittu
Urbancic.

i husinu hefur Kvenfélagasamband
islands adsetur asamt Bandalagi kvenna og
Kvenréttindafélagi [slands, en pessi féldg
eru eigendur hussins. Hér raettist gamall
draumur margra kvenna um kvennaheimili i
Reykjavik, en féldgin hafa pé alla tid purft ad
leigja Ut megnid af husnaedinu. | kjallaranum
er godur samkomusalur sem hyst hefur marga
kvennavidburdi.

10. ADALSTRATI 14-16
Hallveig Frodadottir

Hér er sennilegt ad stadid hafi baer fyrstu
landndmsmanna i Reykjavik, peirra Ingolfs
Arnarsonar og Hallveigar Frédadoéttur. Um
Ingélf hefur sitthvad verid skrifad, m.a. i
Landnamabdk. Hann er sagdur hafa farid til
islands asamt félaga sinum Hjor-Leifi fra heim-
kynnum sinum i Dalsfirdi i Firdafylki i Noregi
eftir mannvig i stad pess ad borga aettingjum
baetur. Pannig urdu badir utleegir ur Noregi. Um
Hallveigu segir adeins ad hun var déttir Fréda
og kona Ingdlfs og pau attu soninn Porstein.
Ingolfi var reistur minnisvardi @ Arnarhdli arid
1924, sem Einar Jonsson myndhdggvari gerdi,
og er eitt af kennileitum borgarinnar. Vid hann
eru einnig kennd Ingdlfsstraeti og Ingolfstorg.
Vié Hallveigu er kenndur litill stigur i Ping-
holtunum, og kvennasamtok hafa nefnt hus sitt
Hallveigarstadi. Syningin i kjallara nuverandi
hoétels gerir landnaminu i Reykjavik god skil.

of a women’s house in Reykjavik. However,
due to lack of funds the organizations have
always had to rent out most of the space. In
the basement is a large meeting room where
many Icelandic women’s events are held.

10. ADALSTRATI 14-16
Hallveig Frodadattir

This is likely to be the spot where the first
settlers of Reykjavik, Ingoélfur Arnarson and
Hallveig Frodadéttir built their home. Much
has been written about Ingdlfur: for instance
the Book of Settlements reports that he came
to Iceland from Norway with his sworn brother
Hjor-Leif, to escape having to pay the wergild
(death compensation) to the relatives of a
man they had killed. For that they were both
outlawed in Norway. All that is said of Ingdlfur’s



11. ADALSTRATI 12
Augusta Svendsen (1835-1924)

Augusta rak hér verslun fra 1887 eftir
vidburdarika sevi, medal annars i Kaupmanna-
hofn og & lsafirdi. Eftir lat hennar téku vid
versluninni  détturdaetur hennar, Sigridur og
Arndis Bjornsdaetur og raku til arsins 1951.
Augusta var fyrsta kaupkonan i Reykjavik.
i verslun hennar fengust slifsi og svuntur,
sessur, lampaskermar, mynstur og efni. Einnig
var seldur ymis kvenfatnadur og efni i islenska
buninginn.

Handan goétunnar er Prentsmidjubrunnur-
inn, adalbrunnur Reykvikinga par til vatnsveita
var 16gd i baeinn 1909. Adur satti flk allt vatn i
brunna. Pad var hlutskipti margra einsteedinga
a gamalsaldri ad hafa pann starfa ad bera vatn i
fotum til baejarbua. Medal peirra voru konurnar
Gunnsa grallari, Sigga bladra og Lauga med
loddana. Nofnin endurspegla vel stodu peirra i
samfélaginu.

12. VALLARSTRATI 4
Kristin Bjornsdottir Simonarson (1866-1927)

Kristin rak hér bakari sem kennt var vid
mann hennar og nefnt Bjornsbakari fra
1901. Pau hjénin rak einnig veitingasolu auk
pess sem Bjorn stundadi idn sina, gullsmidi.
Sonur Kristinar og Bjorns tok sidar vid rekstri
bakarisins. Hann rak hér einnig gistiheimilid
Hoétel Vik fram yfir 1970. Kristin starfadi
miki® innan Bandalags kvenna i Reykjavik,
sem stofnad var ari® 1917. Hun var einn
frumkvédlanna ad stofnun Barnavinafélagsins
Sumargjafar.

wife Hallveig is that she was the daughter of
Frodi, and that they had a son called borsteinn.
In 1924 a statue in memory of Ingdlfur was
erected on Arnarhdll hill. It is one of the city’s
familiar landmarks. Ingolfur is commemorated
in the names of a street, Ingdlfsstreeti, and a
square, Ingolfstorg. All that is named after
Hallveig is a little alley in the Pingholt district;
and Hallveigarstadir, the headquarters of
Reykjavik’'s women’s associations. This place
is now the site of a hotel, in the basement of
which is the Settlement Exhibition and the
conserved remains of an early longhouse.

Kvennaframbodid og sidar Kvennalistinn
i Reykjavik toku husid a leigu fyrir starf-
semi sina en pau budu fram lista vid
borgarstjornarkosningar i Reykjavik a arunum
1982-1994. Fyrst fékk listinn 10,9 présent
atkveeda en sidan feerri. Kvennaframbodid
studladi po otviraett ad fjdlgun kvenna i borgar-
stjorn.

13. TOLLSTODBIN (Tryggvagata 19)

Gerdur Helgadottir (1928-1975)

Tollstdédin flutti i petta hus arid 1971. Mosaik-
mynd framan & husinu er eftir listakonuna Gerdi
Helgadottur. Verkid var afhjupad 7. september
1973. bad hefur stadist 6blida nattaru islands
an pess ad lata a sja.

Gerdur stundadi nam i héggmyndalist i
Reykjavik, Flérens og Paris. Steinda glugga

11. ADALSTRATI 12
Augusta Svendsen (1835-1924)

Augusta ran a shop here from 1887 after an
eventful life in Copenhagen. After her time
her granddaughters Sigridur and Arndis
Bjornsdéttir took over the business, until 1951.
Augusta was the first female shopkeeper in
Reykjavik. The shop sold neckties, aprons,
cushions, lampshades, patterns and fabric,
as well as clothing, and fabrics for making
Icelandic national costumes.

Across the street stands the so-called
Printing-press well, the town’s main source of
water until mains water was installed in 1909.
Impoverished elderly people earned a pittance
by carrying water from the well to the town’s
citizens. Among them were Gunnsa the teaser,
Sigga the blabber and Lauga the cheater. Their
names reflect their status in society.

12. VALLARSTRATI 4
Kristin Bjornsdottir Simonarson (1866-1927)

From 1901 Kristin ran a bakery, known by
her husband’s name as Bjornsbakari. The
couple also sold food, and Bjorn worked as
a goldsmith. Kristin was very active in the
Reykjavik Women’s Federation, which was
founded in 1917.

The Women’s Party rented the house
for their operations when they ran a list of
female candidates in city council elections
from 1982-1994. Initially the party won 10.9%
of the vote, but the support from voters
gradually decreased. However the influence
of the Women’s Party clearly contributed to



gerdi hun i nokkrar islenskar kirkjur: Hallgrims-
kirkju og Neskirkju i Reykjavik, Kopavogskirkju,
Olafsvikurkirkju og Hallgrims-kirkju i Saurbze.
Hun skreytti einnig hlid husa GG sem standa
vid Ellidavog.

Erfingjar Gerdar gafu Kopavogsbae um
1400 verka hennar og par er nu listasafn vid
hana kennt, Gerdarsafn.

14. POSTHUSSTRATI 3-5

Beerinn hof ad reka barnaskola arid 1862 og var
hann fyrstu arin i lIélegu husi vid Hafnarstreeti
par til arid 1883 ad petta var byggt. Skolahusid
vard fljott allt of litid pvi folk var farid ad streyma
ur sveitum landsins ,& molina“ i leit ad betra
lifi, eda jafnvel bara lifi. Nyr barnaskali reis vid
Tjoérnina arid 1898.

Pegar bornin fluttu i nyja skolahusid festi
rikid kaup a pessu, fyrst til ad reka pdésthus

an increase in the number of women from all
parties on the city council.

13. CUSTOMS HOUSE (Tryggvagata 19)
Gerdur Helgadottir (1928-1975)

The customs authority moved into this building
in 1971. The mosaic decorating the front of the
building, by Gerdur Helgaddttir, was unveiled
on 7 September 1973.

Gerdur studied sculpture in Reykjavik,
Florence, and Paris. Her stained-glass windows
can be seen in many German and French
buildings, and also in a number of Icelandic
churches: Hallgrimskirkja and Neskirkja
in Reykjavik, Képavogur Church, Olafsvik
Church and Hallgrimskirkja in Saurbaer. She
also decorated the side of the GG building at
Ellidavogur in Reykjavik.

Gerdur's heirs donated around 1400
works to the town of Képavogur, where they
are now housed in a museum named after her
- Gerdarsafn.

14. POSTHUSSTRATI 3-5

The town began running a primary school in
1862, which was housed in a ramshackle
building on Hafnarstreeti until this house was
built in 1883. The school quickly outgrew this
building, due to a great increase in migration
to the growing town from the countryside by
people searching for a better life. In 1898 a
new primary school was built by the Lake.
When the school was moved to its new
location the state purchased this building,
first to operate a post office, and from 1921

en arid 1921 var husinu breytt i simstdd.
Pegar Landsiminn flutti i stérhysid sem reis
vid Austurvoll 1932 flutti hingad |6greglulid
baejarins, sem pa taldi 38 karlmenn.

Fyrsta légreglukonan var radin Jéhanna
Knudsen hjukrunarkona &ri® 1941 og var
han yfir svokélludu ungmennaeftirliti. | raun
folst starf hennar i ad fylgjast med stulkum
og konum i Reykjavik sem taldar voru hafa
nain samskipti vid erlenda hermenn. Jéhanna
taldi rannsoknir sinar leida i ljos ad um 500
reykviskar stulkur og konur vaeru komnar i of
nain kynni vid hermenn eda ,i astandid“. Um
petta var hart deilt i bl6dum, og fér svo ad starf
Johonnu var lagt nidur 1944,

Konur fengu ekki ad kleedast logreglu-
baningum fyrr en 1976 og ekki ad ganga i oll
storf fyrr en 1978.

Ny légreglustéd var byggd vid Hlemm a
arunum 1962-1970 og sidan hefur husié gegnt
ymsum hlutverkum.
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a telephone exchange. When the telephone
company moved to a large building on Austur-
vollur square in 1932, the police (then 38
men) moved into the building. The first female
police officer was Johanna Knudsen, a nurse,
appointed in 1941. Her job was “youth work,”
but in reality consisted of monitoring the girls
and women of Reykjavik who were considered
to have too much contact with foreign soldiers
during the occupation of Iceland in World War Il
by British and then American troops. J6hanna
concluded from her research that around 500
of Reykjavik’'s young women were getting too
close to, or were dating soldiers. This caused
much controversy, which was covered in
the local newspapers. In 1944 her post was
abolished.

Women in the police force were not
allowed to wear uniforms until 1976, and then
only in certain positions until 1978.

A new police headquarters was built at
Hlemmurin 1962-1970. Since then this building
has served various purposes.

15. LAEKJARGATA 8

Porunn (Hafstein Pétursdéttir) Jonassen
(1850-1922)

This building was Pérunn’s home for many
years. Porunn was the chair of the Thorvaldsen
Association (see no. 8) during the women’s
campaign for the town council in Reykjavik,
and one of four women elected to the male
stronghold that the town council was at that
time. She held a seat on the council from 1908
to 1914.

Porunn was president of the Thorvaldsen
Association from its foundation in 1875 until her



15. LEKJARGATA 8

Porunn (Hafstein Pétursdéttir) Jonassen
(1850-1922)

Heimili Porunnar um arabil. bPérunn var half-
systir Hannesar Hafstein og eiginkona Jénasar
Jénassen. Pérunn var fulltrdi Thorvaldsens-
félagsins i frambodum kvenna til baejarstjérnar
Reykjavikur og ein peirra fjogurra kvenna sem
fyrstar voru kjornar inn i pad karlavigi. Hun sat
i baejarstjorn arin 1908-1914.

Pérunn var formadur Thorvaldsens-
félagsins (sja nr. 8) fra stofnun pess 1875 til
daudadags og fulltrdi pess i Landspitala-
sjodsnefndinni sem konur komu a fot 1915.
Med byggingu spitalans vildu konur reisa
minnisvarda kosningaréttinum sem peer
00ludust 1915. baer hrundu af stad landssoéfnun
og var framlag kvenna til spitalans verulegur
hluti af byggingarkostnadi hans. Spitalinn tok
til starfa arid 1930 i hinni fallegu byggingu
Gudjoéns Samuelssonar vid Hringbraut. Hennar
hatign Alexandrine drottning lagdi hornstein
hans arid 1926 og par er m.a. letrad: ,Hus
petta- Landsspitalinn - var reistur fyrir fje, sem
islenskar konur hoféu safnad og Alpingi veitt a
fiarldgum til pess ad: LIKNA OG LAEKNA®.

16. MENNTASKOLINN | REYKJAVIK (vid
Laekjargdtu)

Skolahusid var reist 1846. Stulkur fengu ekki
fullan adgang fyrr en 1904, en mattu taka
prof fra arinu 1886. Olafia Jéhannsdéttir lauk
4. bekkjar profi utanskola arid 1890. Laufey
Valdimarsdottir (sja mynd), dottir Brietar Bjarn-
hédinsdottur settist hér a skolabekk fyrst
kvenna haustid 1904 og lauk studentsprofi

death. She also represented the association on
the National Hospital Committee, established
by women in 1915. They raised funds all over
the country in order to commemorate women’s
right to vote, granted in 1915. They raised a
significant proportion of the funds needed
to build the National Hospital on Hringbraut,
which opened in 1930. Queen Alexandrine
of Denmark and Iceland laid the cornerstone
in 1926. The inscription reads: “This building
— the NATIONAL HOSPITAL — was built for
funds raised by Icelandic women... in order to
provide CARE AND HEALING.”

16. REYKJAVIK HIGH SCHOOL (on
Laekjargata)

The High School building dates from 1846.
Girls were not allowed full access until 1904,
but from 1886 they were permitted to sit the

1910. Han matti pola pad sem i dag er kallad
einelti af hendi skolabreedra sinna. Adur
hafdi ein stulka tekid studentsprof utanskola,
Elinborg Jacobsen. Camilla Torfason lauk
hins vegar studentsprofi i Kaupmannahofn
1889 og Bjorg Karitas borlaksdéttir 1901, en
i Danmérku fengu stulkur adgang ad aedri
menntastofnunum pegar arid 1875. Stulkur
voru i minnihluta stidenta & islandi fram til
1970, en eftir 1979 hafa paer verid i meirihluta.

Fru Vigdis Finnbogadattir, forseti islands
1980-1996, var nemandi og sidar kennari vid
skolann. Fyrsta konan til ad gegna embeetti
rektors MR var Ragnheidur Torfadéttir, 1995-
2001.

examinations. In Denmark, in contrast, girls
gained access to secondary education in 1875.
Camilla Torfason graduated from a high school
in Copenhagen in 1889 and Bjérg Karitas
Porlaksdottir in 1901.

Laufey Valdimarsdoéttir (pictured), the
daughter of Briet Bjarnhédinsdéttir (see no.
25), was the first female student at the High
School, graduating in 1910. She was bullied by
her male counterparts. Female students were
in @ minority in Iceland until 1970, but since
1979 girls have been the majority of high-
school graduates.

Vigdis Finnbogadottir, President of
Iceland 1980-1996, was a student and later a
teacher at the school. The first woman principal
at the High School was Ragnheidur Torfadottir,
1995-2001.

17. MOTHER LOVE (on Leekjar-gata)
Nina Seemundsson (1892-1965)

Nina (Jonina Seemundsdéttir) (pictured)
created the statue in Paris in 1924 and was
awarded a place of honour at the Autumn
Show in the Grand Palais. The Reykjavik Art
Society bought the statue in 1928 and erected
it in a public garden, Madragardurinn/The
Mother’'s Garden. This statue was the first
public sculpture erected in Reykjavik not as a
monument, but as a work of art.

Nina was accepted at a young age to
the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in
Copenhagen. She also studied in Paris and
then moved to the US. She won a competition
for a work of art for the Waldorf Astoria Hotel on
Park Avenue, and her Spirit of Achievement still
adorns the front of this great hotel. Nina lived



17. MOPURAST (vi® Laekjargotu)
Nina Seemundsson (1892-1965)

Styttuna gerdi listakonan Nina (Jénina
Saemundsdattir) (sjamynd) i Paris 1924 og hlaut
han heidurssess a Haustsyningunni a Grand
Palais pad ar. Arid 1928 lét Listvinafélagid
kaupa myndina og setja upp i almenningsgardi
i Reykjavik, Maedragardinum. Var hun fyrsta
myndin sem sett var upp utandyra i Reykjavik
an pess ad vera minnisvardi.

Nina komst ung inn i Konunglega
listahaskolann i Kaupmannahdfn. Han nam
einnig i Paris en hélt sidan til Bandarikjanna.
Hun vann samkeppni um mynd & Waldorf
Astoria hotelinu vid Park Avenue. Myndin
JAfrekshugur® prydir enn framhlid pessa
glaesta hotels. Nina bjé i Hollywood i 20 ar
og moétadi margar fraegar persénur i leir. | Los
Angeles standa tveer héggmyndir eftir hana,
briostmynd af Leifi Eirikssyni i Griffith Park, en
hin, ,Promepeifur®, i City Park.

Nina kom til islands 1956 og bj6 hér ad
mestu sidan. Stytta hennar ,Hafmeyjan“ var
sett upp i Tjorninni 1959 en sprengd i loft upp
a nyarsnott 1960. Hun var sett upp aftur vorid
2014 i Perlufestinni (sja nr. 1).

18. BARNASKOLI REYKJAVIKUR (Frikirkju-
vegur 1)

Byggour 1898. Fyrsta arid voru hér 285 boérn.
Pegar |6g um skolaskyldu 10-14 ara barna
gengu i gard arid 1907 ox fjoldi skélabarna ur
4721 772.

Konur urdu fljétt margar i kennaralidinu
og 1919 var komid a launajafnrétti kennara og
kennslukvenna. Konurnar sem kjoérnar voru i

in Hollywood for 20 years and made sculptures
of film stars and other famous people. Two of
her sculptures are in Los Angeles: a bust of
Leif Ericson, the Norse discoverer of America,
is in Griffith Park; Promotheus is in City Park.

Nina returned to live in Iceland in 1956.
Her statue Mermaid was erected in the Lake
in 1959, but was blown up by vandals on New
Year’s night in 1960. It was replaced, this time
in the spring of 2014 in the String of Pearls
garden. (See no. 1).

18. REYKJAVIK PRIMARY SCHOOL (Frikirkju-
vegur 1)

Built in 1898. In the first year 285 children
attended. When legislation was enacted in
1907 on compulsory schooling for children
ages 10-14, the number of pupils rose from
472 to 772.

baejarstjorn 1908 af kvennalista Iétu sér mjog
annt um heilsufar skoélabarna. bzer komu
pvi m.a. til leidar ad 1909 var byrjad ad gefa
fateekum bornum mat i skélanum, ad skolinn
var pveginn daglega og ad radinn var fastur
leeknir.

Port skolans vard snemma funda-
og samkomustadur. Hédan lagdi af stad
skrudganga su sem konur i Reykjavik efndu til
7.juli 1915 til ad fagna nyfengnum kosningarétti
til Alpingis. Fremst gengu 200 hvitkleeddar
smameyjar med islenska prilita fanann i hendi
og var i pad fyrsta sinn sem hann sast vid
hatidlega ath6fn & Islandi.

Nafniskoélans var breytti Midbaejarskolann
arid 1930 pegar Laugarnesskoli var byggdur.
Skélinn hysir nu starfsemi Kvennaskélans i
Reykjavik.

Before long the teaching staff included
many women, and in 1919 they achieved wage
parity with male teachers. Women elected to the
town council in 1908 advocated for children’s
health. Among their accomplishments was
that in 1909 poor children were given a free
school meal, the school was cleaned daily and
a school doctor was hired.

The yard behind the school was a popular
meeting and gathering place for the people of
the town. A parade organised by women to
celebrate women’s suffrage started off here on
7 July 1915. The parade was led by 200 young
girls dressed in white and carrying the newly-
approved red-white-and-blue Icelandic flag.

The building is now part of Kvennaskolinn/
The Women’s College.

19. IDNO

[dnadarmannahusid or 16n6 (the Craftsmen’s
Institute), built by the Lake in 1896, was the
main venue for public gatherings and meetings
in Reykjavik. Home Rule was celebrated here
in 1904, and the town council held a ball on
8 August 1907 during the official visit of King
Frederik VIII of Denmark and Iceland. Briet
Bjarnhédinsdottir, who attended as editor of
the Women’s Paper, described the ball:

“The King danced with various women: the
Ministers’ wives, Elin the daughter of one of our
leaders, and more. So did Prince Harald, which
was no small honour, even though the prince is
not exactly handsome. But His Majesty made
up for it.”

On 5 June 1910, women’s organizations in
Reykjavik threw a party at 16n6 in honour of



19. IPNO

Hus idnadarmanna, byggt 1896 & uppfyllingu
ati i Tjorninni. Pad var eitt helsta samkomuhus
Reykjavikur. Hér var heimastjorn fagnad 1.
februar arid 1904, og hér hélt baejarstjorn
Reykjavikur konungi Friérik VIII konungsball
pann 8. agust 1907. Briet Bjarnhédinsdottir
lysti ballinu, en henni var bodid sem ritstyru
Kvennabladsins:

.,Konungur dansadi vid ymsar Kkonur:
radherrafruna, Elinu doéttir landshoféingjans
o.fl. S6muleidis prins Haraldur, og ma neerri
geta, ad pad potti ekki litil vegtylla, pott prinsinn
sé ekki sérlega fridur. En tign hans beetir pa
smagalla upp.*

Pann 5. juni 1910 héldu ymsar konur samsaeti
i 16n6 til heidurs Astu Kristinu Arnadéttur
(1883-1955). Asta h6f nam i hisamalun hja
N.S. Berthelsen aridé 1903 pvi hun vildi ,reyna
ad fa kaup eins og karlmenn, pvi ég hafdi
fyrir médur minni og yngri systkinum ad sja“,
sagdi hun i seviminningum sinum. Asta lauk
sveinsprofi i Kaupmannahofn arid 1907, fyrst
kvenna i hdsamalun i Danmoérku og fyrst
kvenna i idnnami 4 islandi. Arid 1910 lauk Asta
idBnmeistaraprofi i Hamborg, fyrst islendinga.
Af pvi tilefni var henni haldi® umreett samsaeti i
18n6. Asta var jafnan kollud Asta malari.

Stefania Anna Gudmundsdottir (1876-
1926) var i hoépi fyrstu leikara Leikfélags
Reykjavikur sem starfadi i 16n6 fra 1897 allt
til arsins 1989. beer leikkonur eru margar sem
hér stigu sin fyrstu spor i leiklistinni.

Asta Kristin Arnadoéttir (1883-1955). Asta
began training as a house painter in 1903;
she wanted “to try to get paid the same as
men, because | must take care of my mother
and younger siblings.“ Asta completed her
journeyman’s certificate in Copenhagen in
1907; she was the first female house painter in
Denmark, and the first female student at a trade
school in Iceland. In 1910 Asta completed her
master’s certificate in Hamburg. She was the
first Icelander to do so. So the Reykjavik ladies
held a party at 18n6 in her honour. Asta was
known as Asta the Painter.

Stefania Anna Gudmundsdéttir (1876-
1926) was one of the founding members of
the Reykjavik Theatre Company, which put on
its shows at [6n6 from 1897 until 1989. Many
actresses took their first steps in theatre at
[6Nn6.
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20. KVENNASKOLINN | REYKJAVIK (Frikirkju-
vegur 9)

Kvennaskdlinn  var stofnadur 1874 en
starfreektur fra 1909 i pessu husi sem var
byggt sérstaklega fyrir hann (sja nr. 5). Ari®
1977 hof fyrsti pilturinn nam vié skoélann og
eru piltar ni um pridjungur nemenda. Skélinn
vard framhaldsskadli 1979 og fyrstu studentar
utskrifudust arid 1982.

Litil stytta fyrir framan huasié er ,Stulka“
eftir Ol6fu Palsdéttur. Innan skélans gengur
stulkan undir nafninu Soffia.
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21. LAUFASVEGUR 7 (Prédvangur)
Margrét Zoéga (1853-1938)

Margrét lét reisa husid arid 1918 og bjo hér
asamtdottursinni Valgerdiog tengdasyni, Einari

20. THE WOMEN'S COLLEGE (Frikirkjuvegur
9)

Kvennaskdlinn (the Women’s College) was
founded in 1874, and from 1909 it was housed
in this building, which was built especially for
the school (see no. 5). In 1977 the first male
student was admitted, and today boys comprise
about one third of the student population. The
college acquired high-school status in 1979
and in 1982 the first students graduated with
high-school diplomas.

The small statue in the front of the
building, Stulka/Girl, is by Ol6f Palsdéttir (see
also no. 1). An alternative title is Soffia.




Benediktssyni, til arsins 1927. Utidyrahurdin er
utskorin af Rikardi Jonssyni myndhdggvara.

Margrét var umsvifamikil i veitingarekstri
i Reykjavik og medal annars eigandi Hotels
Reykjavikur vid Austurvoll sem brann arié 1915
(sja nr. 4).

22. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 9 - ,BRIETAR-
BREKKA®

Rikisstjornin  f6l Kvennasdgusafni Islands
ario 2004 ad gangast fyrir pvi ad Brieti
Bjarnhédinsdéttur og islenskri kvennabarattu
yréi reistur minnisvardi. | gééri samvinnu vié
borgarstjora, gardyrkjustjéra og forstddumann
Listasafns Reykjavikur var hér uatbuinn
minningarreitur um islenska kvennabarattu.
Pann 7. névember 2007 var ,Brietarbrekka“
afhjupud.

Minningarreitinn og listaverki® i honum

21. LAUFASVEGUR 7 (Pradvangur)
Margrét Zoéga (1853-1938)

Margrét had a house built on this site in 1918,
where she lived with her daughter Valgerdur
and her son-in-law Einar Benediktsson, a well-
known poet and entrepreneur, until 1927. The
front door was carved by sculptor Rikardur
Jénsson.

Margrét was significant on the restaurant
scene in Reykjavik and was one of the owners
of Hétel Reykjavik on Austurvéllur, which
burned down in 1915. (see no. 4).

22. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 9 - “BRIETS
HILLSIDE “

In 2004 the government asked the Women'’s
History Archives to erect a monument to Briet
Bjarnhédinsdottir and the Icelandic women’s
rights movement. On 7 November 2007
Brietarbrekka (Briet’'s Hillside) was opened.

The memorial garden and the artwork
were the creation of artist O16f Nordal, who took
her inspiration from an embroidery sewn by
Briet for her daughter Laufey Valdimarsdottir. It
includes the following verse, believed to be by
Briet:

Stigdu ofeimin stulka upp og styrdu kleedi, yfir
geiminn, yfir graedi, allan heiminn skoda i naedi.

This verse, which starts with the words Step
forth boldly girl, urges her daughter to take her
time to explore the world and to determine her
own destiny.

The penmanship is similar to Briet's hand-

gerdi listakonan Oléf Nordal. Verkid er unnié
ut fra veggteppi er Briet saumadi handa déttur
sinni, Laufeyju Valdimarsdéttur. | pad eru
saumadar eftirfarandi 1jédlinur sem taldar eru
eftir Brieti: ,Stigdu 6feimin stulka upp og styréu
kleedi, yfir geiminn, yfir greedi, allan heiminn
skoda i naedi.“ Skriftin likir eftir skrift Brietar i
bréfum hennar.

Brietarbrekku er aetlad ad heidra minningu
Brietar Bjarnhédinsdottur sérstaklega, en um
lei® minningu peirra fjdlmorgu kvenna sem
16gdu sitt af moérkum til kvenréttindabarattunnar.

23. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 15
Jonina Jonatansdaéttir (1869-1946)

Joninafaeddista utgafuariritsins The Subjection
of Women eftir John Stuart Mill, en pad kom at i
islenskri pydingu aldamaétaarid 1900 og hét pa
Kdgun kvenna. Hun bjé hér med manni sinum
Flosa Sigurdssyni fram til 1916 en pa fluttu
pau i Leekjargdtu 12 A (pad hus er brunnid og
bankahus risi® a grunninum).

Jonina gerdist félagi i Kvenréttindafélagi
islands skémmu eftir stofnun pess og var
jafnframt virk i Godtemplarareglunni og lagdi
Slysavarnarfélagi islands gott lid. Jonina var
hvatakona ad stofnun Verkakvennafélagsins
Framsoknar 1914 asamt Brieti
Bjarnhédinsdottur og formadur pess fra stofnun
til 1934. Hun var einnig einn af stofnendum
Alpyduflokksins og Alpydusambands islands,
og hun sat i baejarstjérn fyrir Alpyduflokkinn
1920-1922.

writing in her letters.

Brietarbrekka is intended to honour the
memory of Briet Bjarnhédinsdéttir and the
many other women who have contributed to
the campaign for women'’s rights.

23. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 15
Jonina Jonatansdaéttir (1869-1946)

Jonina was born the same year that The
Subjection of Women by John Stuart Mill was
published — it was published in Icelandic in
1900 as Kugun kvenna. Jonina lived here
with her family until 1916 when they moved to
Laekjargata 12 A (that house has since burned
down, and a bank now stands on the site).
Jonina joined the Icelandic Women’s
Rights Association shortly after it was
established, was active in the temperance




24. PINGHOLTSSTR/ETI 16
Gudrin Bjdrnsdottir (1853-1936)

Guorun flutti til Reykjavikur arid 1900 og hof
mjolkursdlu af miklum dugnadi, en hun var
pa ordin ekkja. Hun skrifadi mikid i blédin um
mjolkursdlumal og syndi medal annars fram &
naudsyn pess ad koma a betra skipulagi til pess
ad tryggja hreinlaeti og heilbrigdi baejarbua. Hun
var einn stofnenda Kvenréttindafélags islands
1907 og kjorin af kvennalista i beejarstjorn
Reykjavikur 1908 og sat par til 1912 ad huan
flutti ur baenum.

association [IOGT, and also supported
the Icelandic Association for Search and
Rescue. Jonina was a driving force behind
the establishment in 1914 of the Framsodkn
trade union for woman, along with Briet
Bjarnhédinsdotti, and led the wunion until
1934. She was also one of the founders of the
Socialist Party and the Icelandic Confederation
of Labour, and sat on the town council for the
Socialist Party 1920-22.

24. bINGHOLTSSTRATI 16
Guéran Bjérnsdottir (1853-1936)

Guoérin moved to Reykjavik in 1900 and
began selling milk. She often sent articles
into the newspapers about dairy issues, and
helped increase awareness of the necessity
for cleanliness and better organisation in the
dairy sector, in order to ensure better health for
urban dwellers. She was one of the founders
of the Women'’s Rights Association in 1907 and
was elected in 1908 to the town council, where
she sat until she moved away in 1912.

25. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 18
Briet Bjarnhédinsdottir (1856-1940)

Briet (pictured) and her husband purchased
the house in 1891 and lived here for the rest of
their lives. That house was demolished in the
1960s and replaced by a bigger one.

Briet was born in west Iceland. She
attended a women'’s school during the winter of
1880-1881. In 1887 she moved to Reykjavik,
where she lived for the rest of her life.
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25. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 18
Briet Bjarnhédinsdéttir (1856-1940)

Briet (sja mynd) og madur hennar Valdimar
Asmundsson keyptu hus er hér stéd arié 1891
0g bjuggu par sidan. Pad hus var rifid og annad
staerra byggt a grunni pess og naesta huss a 7.
aratugnum.

Briet feeddist ad Haukagili i Vatnsdal
en Olst upp fra fjorda ari ad Bodvarsholum
i Vesturhopi. Briet sat Kvennaskdlann ad
Laugalandi veturinn 1880-1881. Arin 1884-
1887 stundadi hun kennslu i Reykjavik og i
pingeyjarsyslum en flutti alfarin til Reykjavikur
i vetrarbyrjun 1887.

i arsbyrjun 1885 birtist greinin ,Kvenfrelsi®
eftir Brieti i bladinu Fjallkonan eftir ,/Esu®. Er
petta su hin fyrsta um kvenfrelsi sem vitad er
um eftir islenska konu. Pann 30. desember
1887 hélt Briet fyrirlestur fyrir trodfullu hasi i

Early in 1885 Briet's article “Women’s
Freedom” appeared in the periodical Fjall-
konan. This is the first documented article
about women’s rights written by an Icelandic
woman. On 30 December 1887 Briet lectured
to a packed room in Guttd (the IOGT hall) on
the status and rights of women.

Briet and her husband began publishing
the Women’s Paper/Kvennabladid 1895 and
the Children’s Paper/Barnabladid in 1897.
Briet was editor of both publications.

Briet’s husband died in 1902 and the next
chapter of her life began. As a journalist and
the owner and editor of Kvennabladid (The
Women'’s Paper) she came into contact with
women’s rights associations and the suffrage
movement in Norway, Denmark and Sweden.
In 1906 American feminist Carrie Chapman
Catt invited her to attend the congress of
the International Women Suffrage Alliance
in Copenhagen. In 1907 Briet founded the
Icelandic Women’s Rights Organization and
became one of the chief spokespersons
for suffrage and women’s rights in Iceland.
She played a major role in the first era of
campaigning for women'’s rights in this country,
a campaign for basic rights such as the right to
vote and to stand for election, and the right to
an education and employment. She was chair
of the Icelandic Women’s Rights Association
for its first two decades, after which her
daughter, Laufey Valdimarsdéttir took over
the leadership. This location was a centre for
the women’s rights movement in Iceland while
Briet and her daughter Laufey lived here (until
Laufey’s death in 1945).



Gutté um hagi og réttindi kvenna.

Briet og Valdimar hofu utgafu & Kvenna-
bladinu 1895 og Barnabladinu 1897 og var
Briet ritstjori beggja.

Valdimar do aridé 1902 og upp ur pvi héfst
sa kafli i lifi Brietar sem hennar er minnst fyrir.
Hun beitti sér fyrir stofnun Kvenréttindafélags
islands ari® 1907 og gerdist ein helsta talskona
kvenréttinda & Islandi. Briet atti steerstan patt
i ad hrinda af stad fyrstu bylgju kvenréttinda-
barattunnar hér & landi fyrir lAgmarksréttindum,
svo sem kosningarétti, kjoérgengi og rétti til
menntunar og atvinnu. Hun atti frumkveaedi ad
stofnun Kvenréttindafélags islands 1907, var
formadur pess i tvo aratugi og atti mestan patt
i pvi ad islenskar konur urdu hluti af alpjédlegri
kvenréttindabarattu. Hér var midstéd kvenna-
barattunnar & islandi svo lengi sem bpeirra
Brietar og déttur hennar Laufeyjar naut vid (til
1945).

26. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 23
Kristin Vidalin Jacobson (1864-1943)

Kristin og madur hennar Jén Jacobson létu
reisa hus ad bingholtsstraeti og fluttu inn i pad
aldamotaarid 1900. bad hus hefur verid rifid.
Kristin stundadi listnam i Kaupmannahdofn
1891-1894 og mun vera fyrsta islenska konan
sem stundadi nam i malaralist. Kristin lagdi
malaralistina alveg a hilluna undir aldamétin
1900 en pa haféi hun eignast fjdgur born.
Kristin stofnadi asamt nokkrum konum
Kvenfélagid Hringinn arid 1904 og var hun
formadur fra stofnun til 1943. | fyrstu 16gum
félagsins segir ad markmidid® sé ,ad safna
fé til hjalpar teeringarsjukum fataeklingum i
Reykjavikurkaupstad.” Félagid hefur lengi

26. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 23
Kristin Vidalin Jacobson (1864-1943)

Kristin and her husband had a house built here
and moved in at the turn of the century in 1900.
That house has since been demolished.

Kristin studied art in Copenhagen from
1891-94 and was the first Icelandic woman to
study painting. In 1900 Kristin gave up her art
when she had her fourth child.

Kristin and a number of other women
founded the Women’s Association Hringurinn
in 1904 and she was its chair until 1943.
According to its first Article of Association,
the goal of Hringurinn is “to raise funds
for impoverished victims of tuberculosis
in Reykjavik”. The association has in later
years devoted its energies to supporting the
Children’s Hospital at the National Hospital.

beint kréftum sinum ad byggingu og baettum
teekjakosti og adstodu & Barnaspitala Hringsins.

27. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 25

Lengi kallad Farséttarhusid. Sjukrahusfélag
Reykjavikur lét byggja husid sem spitala
ario 1884 og hér for fram leeknis- og
ljiosmaedrakennsla. Reykjavik keypti husid
1920 eftir ad Speenska veikin hafdi lagt tvo
pridju baejarbda i ramid undir arslok 1918 og
deytt 258 peirra (ibuar voru pa ram 15.000).
Hér var folk haft i einangrun til ad reyna ad
stemma stigu vid utbreidslu skaedra sjukdoma,
eins og skarlatssott, mislinga, taugaveiki
og barnaveiki. Maria Maack (1889-1975)
hjukrunarkona veitti sjukrahusinu forstééu af
miklum skorungsskap til arsins 1964. Maria ték
virkan patt i félagsmalum kvenna og var medal
annars virk i Kvenréttindafélagi islands.

27. PINGHOLTSSTRATI 25

This building, best known as an isolation
hospital, was built in 1884 by the Reykjavik
Hospital Association as a hospital, where
doctors and midwives were trained. In 1920
it was purchased by the municipality of
Reykjavik, following the international epidemic
of influenza (the Spanish ‘Flu) which struck
Iceland in late 1918, two-thirds of the town’s
population fell ill, and 258 people died (the
population of the town was about 15,000
at the time). People were kept in isolation
wards here in order to try to stem the spread
of aggressive diseases such as scarlet fever,
measles, typhoid and diphtheria. Nurse Maria
Maack (1889-1975) served as hospital director
with vigour until 1964. Maria was active within
the women’s movement and was for instance
an active member of the Icelandic Women’s
Rights Association.



28. INGOLFSSTRATI 18

Torfhildur Porsteinsdottir HoIm (1845-1918)

Sidustu aeviarin atti Torfhildur (sja mynd) heima
ad Ingolfsstraeti 18.

Torfhildur var brautrydjandi islenskra
kvenna & ritvellinum. Fyrsta saga hennar,
Brynjélfur Sveinsson biskup, kom ut arié 1882
og vakti pegar mikla athygli. Torfhildur vard
fyrst islenskra kvenna til ad gefa ut og ritstyra
timariti. Dvol hét manadarrit, sem hun gaf ut
1901-1917 og helgadi békmenntum. Birti hun
par ségur og greinar, frumsamdar og pyddar,
heilreedi ymiss konar, mataruppskriftir og sagoi
til i hannyrdum. Ennfremur gaf han at timaritid
Tibra handa bdrnum 1892-1893 og skrifadi
og gaf ut barnabazekur. Ségur Torfhildar nutu
almannahylli en sumir i ,békmenntaelitunni®
fundu henni margt til forattu.

28. INGOLFSSTRATI 18
Torfhildur Porsteinsdoéttir HoIm (1845-1918)

The last years of Torfhildur’'s (pictured) life
were spent in this house at Ingolfsstraeti 18.
Torfhildur was a pioneer for Icelandic
women in the writing forum. Her first work,
Bishop Brynjolfur Sveinsson, was published in
1882 and was well received. Torfhildur became
the first Icelandic woman to publish a magazine:
monthly Dvél was published from 1901 until
1917 and was devoted to literature. In it she
published stories and articles, both originals
and translations, useful advice, recipes, and
discussed handicrafts. She also published the
magazine Tibra for children from 1892-1893,
and wrote and published children’s books. Her
stories were popular, but she met with some
hostility from the literary establishment.
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